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Freeze Pakistan's debt: UN summit

Charities from around the world have used a Melbourne conference to call for a freeze on Pakistan's national debt, to help millions of flood vichims.
Tim Costalio_ the chisf exscutive of Worid Vision Australia, inlenupted proceedings at the UN health conference to raise the issue

He said for every $1 Pakistan spent on healln, i spent 53 servicing its debi

Doclors say children are dying from eye infections and diarrhoea because they can't get treatment in the wake of devastating floods which have affected 20 million
peapia

*This has besn a compassion bling spol for the worlkd * Rev Costello ol the conference

Woild Vision says Pakistan cares a debl of $USS50 billion (SA56 2 billion), most of R owed to bodies like the World Bank and the IMF. while the counlrys healih
budge! equales to SUST per person per yoar

Rev Costelio proposed debt repayments be lrozen for two years, wilh no interest acorued, Yo allow Pakistan (o have ihe resources 1o assist those displaced by the
floods™

His proposal received a standing ovalion from maost delegates and will be taken to UN secrelary general Ban Ki-moon

Rev Costelio later loid AAP the Australian govemment should 1ake he lead in lobbying for Pakistan's dabi fo be frozen, because the conferance took place n
Australla and because Pakistan (s in "our region”

A docior who came from the fiood reglon 1o attend the conference said the push (o help Pakisian had given him somathing 10 Smile about

*I felt so happy, wa were baginning 1o think that peopls had just lek us, discarded these people.” Dr Raz Muhammad told AAR

D Muhammad, who is with Imamia Medics Intermaticnal (IMI} and refums to Pakistan on Monday, Saxd he had been leelng sad walching Ine death 1ol mount
“You rermember the lace of the ke girl from last week and she's not there any maore ., she's dead,” he said

Every child he saw had an éye or &ar infection caused by dirty waler, and skin diseases, gastro and food poisoning wene rife

People were covered wilth mosquile bies because of the stagnant water and doctors wers raang lo prevent a maiara epidem:c bul dd not have engugh msed
repalient or vaccines

There ware not enough drugs. staff or transport (o treal everyone

Dr Muhammad ssid ihe intemational response to the floods was “very msufficent”, and peaple fell they were baing punished for the small number of Pakistani
termorists who had caused problems

Rev Costello echoed this, saying i had baen hard for World Vision o raise funds because of accusations of termorsm and the sense in western countnes of “why do

these people hate us7

M, which has more than 350 medical staff in Pakisian, has suppored the push io freeze Pakisian's debl

The three-day healh I:,Gr:TLH’L nce wiapped up on Wednesday al the Maiboume Convention and Exnibition Centre. i was the largest UN event held in Australia and
was for charilies who work with the UN

it focused on how 1o meel the Millenium Developmenl Goais, ambitious targels to aleviaia povery
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Discussing strateqgies with Time Costello, Giving interview to members of press &
) of world vision Australia media of Australia
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